
JEWISH TEEN WHERE 
DID THE 
MONEY GO?PHILANTHROPY:

In 2013 – 2014, 71 Jewish teen foundations in the 
Jewish Teen Funders Network awarded nearly $1 million 
in grants – the end result of forming mission statements, 
following a strong Jewish curriculum, making site visits 
to grantees, and building group consensus. Naturally, we 
wanted to know: where did all that money go?
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“Learning Jewish values, and 
applying them to something as 

important as charity, really 
opened my eyes. The Jewish 

Teen Funders Network opened 
doors for us to be able to give 
back to the community, and I 
learned how to apply Jewish 
values to different levels of 

tzedakah.” 

The Jewish Teen Funders Network was created in 2006 to grow and 

strengthen the field of Jewish teen philanthropy, which has emerged as a 

powerful way to reach Jewish teens – to engage them in an exploration of 

Jewish values, to facilitate and leverage their giving, to strengthen their 

connection to the Jewish community, and to give them leadership tools and 

experiences to carry forward in their lives.

“Through learning to examine and 

influence their worlds in the frame of 

Jewish knowledge and education, these 

teens are better prepared to take on 

serious responsibility and command 

leadership roles. Jewish teen 

philanthropy bridges the gap between 

generations, empowering tomorrow’s 

leaders to make an impact today.” 

EMMY OULMAN, 15 YEARS OLD, 

B’NAI B’RITH CAMP, OR

ANDRES SPOKOINY, CEO, 

JEWISH FUNDERS NETWORK
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 In keeping with the “best practices” of philanthropy, teens define their values and identify which causes they want to 
support – first as individuals, then as a group. Guided by Jewish values, they set out on a path of intentional giving.

Teen foundations tap into the power of the peer network during adolescence by bringing together, on average, 
20 teen participants to serve on the “foundation board” so that they can learn and work together.

WHAT DO TEENS FUND?WHERE ARE THE GRANTEES?

HOW OLD ARE TEEN PHILANTHROPISTS?

HOW MUCH MONEY WENT TO SUPPORT JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS?

Site visits turn mirrors into windows. They show teen leaders the needs of their 
immediate and broader communities in tangible ways that have the power to elicit 

emotional responses and inspire renewed commitment to their shared mission.
LINDSAY GANCI, DIRECTOR OF YOUTH ENGAGEMENT, THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE OF PORT WASHINGTON, NY

While we are interested in how 

much money the teens give 

away, we are far more interested 

in strengthening their Jewish 

education, identity, and 

connection to the larger Jewish 

community.

RICKY SHECHTEL, 
CO-FOUNDER, JEWISH TEEN FUNDERS NETWORK
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Smaller foundations tend to make smaller grants, as modest as $50,
 while larger ones make grants of up to $20,000.
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JTFN conducts a biennial survey of Jewish teen foundations to gather information about the programs and the growing field of Jewish teen philanthropy. The data in 
this report reflect information provided by 71 of the 85 Jewish teen foundations in the network during the 2013-2014 program year, indicating an 84% response rate.
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