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At this summer’s Convening, each workshop invites us to consider a different angle of 
what motivates us to give together. Knowing our “why” clarifies our path to building high-
impact giving circles that provide a robust, meaningful, and effective experience for all. 
Throughout the Convening, we’ll also learn about diverse giving circle models, listen to 
one another’s stories, and craft our own stories about why we give together. 

8:30 - 9:00am Breakfast & Registration

9:00 - 10:00am Telling Our Story

10:00 - 11:15am Workshops

Giving for Social Change
Sarra Alpert, Avodah
We give together because we can more effectively tackle root causes of seemingly 
intractable problems together. We’ll explore strategies to make an impact on issues we 
care about most.

Commanded to Give
Rabbi Avi Orlow, Foundation for Jewish Camp
We give together because we are obligated; our religious and ethical codes and/or 
our communities expect it of us. We’ll explore how we channel this conviction in our 
circles.

Giving Circles 101 
Jackie Fishman, Natan
New to giving circles? Join Jackie from Natan, a 15-year-old giving circle, for a Pop-up 
Giving Circle and to learn the basics of launching your own giving circle. 

11:15 - 11:30am Break

11:30am - 12:45pm Workshops

Giving to Cultivate Leaders
Briana Holtzman, Jewish Teen Funders Network
We give together because philanthropy is a critical facet of engaged community 
leadership. We’ll explore some of the many competencies giving circles help members 
develop.



Giving to Build Community 
We give together because acting on our values with one another is a meaningful, 
and joyful process that creates deep bonds. We’ll explore a variety of ways to build 
community in a giving circle and how to prioritize fun along the way. 

Giving to Champion Communities 
Jessie Spector, Thousand Currents
We give together to direct resources to people commonly ignored by philanthropy, 
whether it’s our own community or our neighbors (near and far). We’ll explore giving 
strategies that bolster communities with whom we want to stand.

12:45 - 1:30pm Lunch

1:30 - 2:00pm Giving Circle Stories as told by circle leaders

2:00 - 3:00pm Workshops
 

Giving Thoughtfully and Ethically
Arianne Shaffer, Indie Philanthropy
We give together to be the change we want to see in the philanthropy sector by 
providing alternative sources of funding. We’ll explore ways that giving circles can be 
creative and pivotal grantmakers.

Why Don’t We Give Together?
Sarra Alpert, Avodah
For many, giving together requires a new mindset. We’ll explore how to approach 
obstacles that keep us from giving collectively, including the social taboo of talking 
about money and our fear of making the “wrong” giving decision. 

Giving Circle Facilitation 
Amplifier Staff
Regardless of why we give together, our giving circles benefit when we can skillfully 
facilitate a smooth and inspiring decision-making process. Brush up on the facilitation 
techniques you need to give together with ease. 

3:00 - 3:15pm Coffee Break

3:15 - 4:00pm Giving Circle Café 
Choose your own small-group conversation: designing your own giving circle, leading 
giving circles within larger organizations, Jewish conversations about giving, and more. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to add additional topics throughout the day.  

4:00 - 4:30pm Creating Our Giving Circle Story

4:30 - 5:00pm Networking and Appetizers


