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The Slingshot Fund is a giving circle for funders in their 20s and 30s 
who are interested in finding a Jewish organization that they love, 
meeting peers along the way, and learning about grantmaking in a 
safe and fun environment. Together we learn about new projects, meet 
inspirational leaders, decide what kind of impact we want to have, and 
fund exciting projects.

Giving circles don’t follow a formula: they can be large or small, in-person or virtual, time-intensive 
or low-key. But they all share a passion for connecting, learning, and giving with greater intent and 
impact—by giving together. Our Case Study series introduces you to some amazing giving circles, 
showcasing their unique models. Find more Case Studies at www.AmplifierGiving.org.

FOUNDING DATE

2007

NO. OF MEMBERS

80

MEMBER AGE RANGE

23-35 upon entry

ANNUAL MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS

$7,500 suggested gift

GRANTS AWARDED 

More than $2.5 million since 
inception

DURATION OF GRANT CYCLE

One year

ISSUE AREA OF FOCUS 

Jewish innovation

FINANCIAL SETUP

Slingshot is fiscally sponsored, 
501(c)(3) pending.

NO. OF MEETINGS PER YEAR

Approximately 5 times per year

CONTACT

will@slingshotfund.org



COACHING &  
MENTORING

Informal coaching often 
occurs throughout the 
grantmaking process

Starting Out The Circle Experience
The idea for Slingshot developed organically following a weekend retreat 
for a dozen young Jews in 2004 who were preparing to become involved 
in their family foundations. Participants were hoping to learn how to 
navigate the alphabet soup of the Jewish community and sort out which 
organizations resonated for themselves and their peers. They imagined 
a Zagat-style guidebook and worked to produce Slingshot: A Resource 
Guide to Jewish Innovation to highlight the 50 most innovative nonprofits 
in North American Jewish life for themselves and their peers. With the 
help of staff from the Andrea and Charles Bronfman Philanthropies, they 
reached out to funding professionals across the United States to evaluate 
the organizations that qualified as finalists for the guide. 
 
In 2007, the next-generation funders responsible for Slingshot took their 
concept a step further, and created the Slingshot Fund giving circle 
to support Jewish organizations in Slingshot. While many come from 
families involved in philanthropy, most have yet to review grant proposals, 
conduct site visits, and make allocation decisions. In conjunction with 
a group of their peers, Slingshot offers them the opportunity to develop 
those skills and learn from experts in the field while leveraging their small 
gifts into a significant grant pool.

For next-generation funders, Slingshot is a catalyst to becoming involved 
with the Jewish and philanthropic communities. In almost every case, the 
parents of the members of The Slingshot Fund have carved out a place for 
themselves in Jewish philanthropic life: they are trustees of foundations, 
Federation lay-leaders, leaders of Jewish and secular women’s foundations 
giving circles, chairs of the boards of well-known Jewish institutions, and 
so on.  Many of their children, however, have yet to find their places in the 
Jewish community. The Slingshot Fund’s collective giving process exposes 
next generation funders to a professional grant-making experience. Sling-
shot has worked with nearly 80 funders in their 20s and 30s from across 
the United States.

Members tend to join for two or three cycles, to gain experience and 
training. The membership is typically about 50% new participants each 
year. Many former members go on to join the boards of organizations that 
Slingshot has featured, or Slingshot’s board itself. While the social aspect 
of the Slingshot Fund is important to build a high level of trust, Slingshot 
does not often run purely social events, choosing instead to focus on expe-
riential education, site visits, and grantmaking discussions. 

Circle Activities

PHILANTHROPIST  
SUPPORT

Slingshot staff is available 
for one-on-one coaching 

and discussion

CONVENINGS
Slingshot Day brings 

together 240 innovators, 
funders of all ages, founda-
tion professionals, and other 

innovation stakeholders. 

JEWISH EDUCATION 
EVENTS

Slingshot Day 2014 featured 
extensive Jewish education 

through a partnership with the 
Shalom Hartman Institute.



Giving & Impact

www.AmplifierGiving.org   //  Hello@AmplifierGiving.org

OUR GRANTMAKING PROCESS
Slingshot makes grants to organizations that have been profiled in a 
Slingshot guide. All possible grantees are vetted and “good” grants. If 
good and bad are not what the process is about. then what is it about? 
The answer to that question is different every year and can be different 
for every participant. Making a safe space for a peer grantmaking 
conversation is our job; the conversation belongs to our members. 

We do not have a giving focus area or issue. The group each year develops 
their own priorities and adjusts them as the process evolves. Typically, 
the Fund makes unrestricted, one-year grants, but the group is free to do 
whatever it wants with its funding. 

OUR IMPACT ON THE WORLD
Since 2007, 65 members of the Slingshot Fund have give $2.3 million to 
34 Jewish organizations.

The Slingshot Fund focuses on using the grantmaking process to educate 
and excite members. The product of the process is the members. While the 
grants are important, the lifelong investment in Jewish philanthropy that 
members develop carries far greater long-term value. 

The Slingshot Fund is now exploring a new giving circle to fund 
collaborations of multiple organizations. 

Unique Circle Features

“The Slingshot guide makes a statement to the Jewish community 
and beyond that next gen funders embrace change, innovation, and 

evaluation when meeting the needs of our community. Slingshot 
promotes organizations that hold themselves accountable to all their 
stakeholders and up to the same scrutiny as for-profit organizations, 

while pushing the boundaries of how to solve the most pressing issues. 
Slingshot is about making a statement as to what we believe are the 

greatest needs and what organizations are doing the best job to fulfill 
those needs. Organizations that receive grants from Slingshot clearly 
identify an unmet need and offer proven models and solutions that 

can have a far-reaching impact.”
JONATHAN RAIFFE, SLINGSHOT BOARD CHAIR

The Slingshot network nurtures next generation funders as they connect with 
their peers, explore their Jewish interests, find causes that resonate with their 

own identities and experiences, and learn the skills to emerge as leaders. 


